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TO  H  I  S 


Grace  the  D.  of  Marlborough , 

Captain-General  of  Her  Majefty’s 

* 

Forces,  &c. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

THIS  Difcourfe  I  had  the  Honour 
to  Preach  before  your  Grace ,  and 
I  ant  told  Ton  were  not  dijpleai d  at  it : 
jVhat  Tou  were  not  dif pleas'd  to  hear , 
I  hope  Tou  will  not  he  offended  to  read , 
It  is  not  my  Ambition ,  my  Lord,  but 
my  Obedience  that  makes  it  publick  : 
For  a  Requeft  from  a  Superior  Officer 
JhdU  always  Ji and  in  the  Room  of  a  Com¬ 
mand  with  me.  I  venture  it  abroad , 
my  Lord,  under  the  Protection  of  Tour 
Grace's  Name ,  hoping  your  Grace  will 
not  be  angry  with  me,  for  taking  the 

A  2  beg 


o 


of  Sermon  before  the  Duke 


itt.  That  War  is  of  Divine  Inftitution,  and  there¬ 
fore  lawful,  ;  •*'  1 

«  '  *  r '•  *'  ■'  C  ‘  -  "  '  ‘  r '  f  -  '  ’ 

sdfyy  That  War  is  not  to  be  rafoly  undertaken,  but 
folemnly  and  adyifedly,  and  with  all  the  Delibe¬ 
ration  requifite  to  fo  important  a  Concern, 

,.,r2E  r\  C'\  oitt%  ■/ tst  \  \iti 

jdlji,  That  in  all  Battles  we  ought  chiefly  to  rely 
upon,  and  put  our  greateft  Confidence  in  the  Aid 

•  and  Afliftance  of  God  Almighty.  And, 

*  f  -~  "v  ’  ‘  > 

$thlyy  Which  is  a  natural  Confequence  from  the 
Third,  that  for  any  fignal  Succefs  in  Battle  we 
ought  to  return  God  Thanks  and  Praife  for  it* 

*Jf,  That  War  is  of  Divine  Inlfitution^  and  there¬ 
fore  lawful.  And  that  Propofitiori  is  virtually  inclu¬ 
ded  in  the  Text:  For  if  War  had  not  been  lawful, 
the  Manner  and  Method  of  it  had  not  been  here  pre- 
feribed  by  God  ;  When  you  come  nigh  unto  the  Brittle ? 
fays  God,  the  Priefl  fhall  approach  and  fpeak  unto  the 
People .  Here  War  feerns  to  have  been  look’d  upon 
by  God  to  be  at  feme  Seafons,  and  upon  proper  Oc- 
cafions  fo  neceflary,  that  the  Manner  of  undertaking 
and  proceeding  in  it  is  made  a  Part  of  Religion :  W ar 
is  judged  of  lo  facred  a  Mature,  that  the  Sacerdo¬ 
tal  Funftion  is  call’d  in  to  bear  a  Part,  and  to  fhare 
in  it:  Nay,  this  whole  Chapter  confifts  of  nothing 
elfe  but  Rules  and  Directions  of  War  ;  thus,  ver,  the 
8th,  it  is  faid  ;  And  the  Officers  fhall  Jpeak  further  unto 
the  People: ;  And  they  [hall  jayy  What  Man  is  there  that  is 

fearful 


/ 


fearful  and  faint-hearted  ?  Let  him  go  and  return  unto  his 
own  Houfe ,  lefl  his  Brethrens  Heart  faint  as  well  as  his 
Heart .  And  it  {hall  he  when  the  Officers  have  made  an 
end  of  fpeaking ,  that  they  {hall  make  Captains  of  the  Ar¬ 
mies  to  lead  the  People .  Again,  v.  io.  When  thou  co¬ 
me  ft  nigh  unto  a  City  to  fight  againft  it ,  then  proclaim 
Peace  unto  it ;  And  it  {hall  be  if  it  make  thee  anfwer  of 
Peace ,  and  open  unto  thee ,  then  .  it  {hall  he  that  all  the 
People  that  are  found  therein,  ft) all  be  made  Tributaries  to 
thee  ;  And  if  it  will  spake  no  Peace  y  but  will  make  War  , 
then  thou  {halt  beftege  it.  I  can  fcarce  forbear  repeat¬ 
ing  the  whole  Chapter  to  you,  there  are  fo  many  plain 
Proofs  and  good  Directions  of  War  contain’d  in  it. 

*  ■  t  ;  -v  t  \  T  \  \  *  4  -  «  .  4  I  f  d  ■  ''  *  f  •  *  |  T  !  ' 

And  that  War  was  accordingly  praftifed  in  the 
ancient  Seafons  of  the  World,  and  not  only  permit- 
ed,  but  countenanced,  nay,  directed,  and  in  a  Man¬ 
ner  proclaim’d  by  God  himfelf,  is  a  Thing  plainly 
to  be  fhewn  not  only  from  this  fingle  Chapter,  but 
from  many  other  Places  of  the  Old  Teftament. 
Abram ,  we  read,  who  was  .God’s  faithful  Servant  and 
fpecial  Favourite,  raifed  a  War  for  the  Refcue  of  his 
Nephew  Lot ,  who  had  been  taken  Prifoner  by  the 
Enemy  ;  which  he  was  fo  far  from  being  blamed  for 
by  God,  that,  as  we  read,  Gen .  14.  Melchizedecli  the 
Brief:  of  the  moft  high  God ,  as  he  is.  there  ftiled,  b/effed 
him  for  it;  and  God  himfelf  appearing  unto  him  up¬ 
on  this  Occafion  in  a  Vifton,  faidnnto  him,  Fear  not7 
Abram,  I  am  thy  Shield  and  thy  exceeding  great  Reward. 
And  /yiofes^.  who  was  a  renown’d  Servant 

of  God,  was  commanded  to  raife  Forces,  and  to  form 
an  Army  againft  the  Midianitis  upon  God’s  own  fpe¬ 
cial  Command  ;  all  the  Circumftances  of  which  are 

very 


very  well  worth  reading  in  the  51  ft  Chap,  of  Numb, 
It  is  fuperfiuous  to  give  any  more  Inftanees  out  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  trnlefs  I  had  Time  to  rehearfe  all  the 
Hiftorica!  Part  of  it  £0  you. 

But  it  may  poffibiy  he  here  objefled,  that  thefe  1  n - 
fiances  out  of  the  Old  Teftament  do  not  fo  direolly 
concern  us  Chriftians.  God  was  pleafed  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Ages  of  the  World  to  appear  to  thofe  ftubborn 
and  hcad-ftrong  People  the  Jews  after  a  more  terrify¬ 
ing  Manner  than  he  has  been  reprefented  to  us  in 
thefe  later  Times  under  the  milder  Difpenfation  of 
the  Gofpel ;  and  therefore  in  the  Old  Bible  we  gene¬ 
rally  have  him  ftiled,  The  Lord  of  Hoffs ,  The  God  of 
War ,  The  great,  the  mighty,  and  the  terrible  God :  In  the 
New,  which  more  immediately  obliges  us  Chriftians, 
He  is  call’d,  A  God  of  Love ,  A  God  of  Patience,  full 
of  Companion  and  Long-Juffering.  To  the  Jews  He  might 
have  prefcribed  War  and  Battle  as  a  Means  to  fubdue 
and  humble  a  perverfe  Generation ;  but  he  proceeds 
with  us  Chriftians  after  a  kindlyer  Method,  and  fent 
us  an  Example  to  follow  who  delighted  in  the  moft 
affeftionate  Appellation  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  whofe 
whole  Life  and  Converfation  was  fo  tar  from  War, 
that  it  was  almoft  one_  continued  Aft  of  Suffering  ; 
He  was  buffeted,  and  ipit  upon,  and  feourged,  and 
crucified  ,  but  he  never  refilled  himfelf,  nor  wou’d 
buffer  any  of  his  Retinue  to  do  fo;  nay,  he  very  fe- 
verely  reprimanded  one  of  his  A po files  Peter  for  draw¬ 
ing  his  Sword,  tho’  it  was  to  refcue  himfelf  when  he 
was  arrefted  by  the  Jews :  And  therefore,  lay  feme. 
War  is  by  no  means  to  be  juftified  among  Cbrijltahs. 


To 


of  Marlborough,  in  the  Camp,  c 


To  this  may  be  anfwer’d,  That  our  Saviour’s  won¬ 
derful  Humility,  and  Patience,  and  Long-fuffering, 
are  no  Argument  at  all  why  War  may  not  be  as  law¬ 
ful  for  Cbrtfiians  as  it  was  for  the  Jews,  to  whom  it 
was  frequently  by  God  commanded,  or  for  any  other 
Nations  who  are  led  only  and  govern’d  by  the  Laws 
of  Nature.  My  Kingdom  is  not  of  this  World ,  fays  our 
Saviour;  If  my  Kjngdom  were  of  this  World ,  then  wotdd 
my  Servants  fight  ^  that  I  jhotdd  not  be  delivered  to  the 
Jews.  That  is,  my  Empire,  my  Sovereignty  is  not 
over  the  outward  Perfons  of  Men  ;  I  aim  at  no 
Worldly,  no  Earthly  Dominion  ;  Give  unto  Csefar  the 
Ihings  that  are  Csefar V  >•  Mine  is  a  Spiritual  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  it  is  the  Souls  of  Men  that  I  would  reign  o- 
ver  :  There,  in  the  inward  Man,  wou’d  I  fet  up  my 
Throne,  and  fix  my  Standard  ;  in  t-he  Conqueft  of 
them  wou’d  I  gladly  triumph  and  rejoyce,  and  the 
more  I  cou’d  conquer  the  farther  ftill  wou’d  I  wil¬ 
lingly  enlarge  my  Dominion,  But,  If  my  Kingdom 
were  of  this  World ;  if  I  did  defign  actually  to  ere£t 
any  Temporal  Kingdom  upon  Earth.  Then  I  muft 
confefs,  I  wou’d,  as  it  is  cuftornary  ^and  lawful  for 
all  Earthly  Princes  in  fuch  Cafes  to  do,  rather  than 
be  thus  ufed  by  the  jews ,  I  wou’d  raife  an  Army  to 
defend  my  Perfon,  ' and  to  affert  my  Rights,  and  to 
vindicate  the  Injuries  I  have  fo  unjuftly  receiv’d  at 
their  Hands  y  /I  hen  fhonld  my  Servants  fight .  This 
feerns  to  me  to  be  the  'plain  Meaning  of  this  Text, 
which  is  fo  far  from  dilcountenancing  or  difallowing 
of  War,  that  it  is  a  direcL  Argument  lor  it. 


. —  I- — ■ —  ■  -I..  ■.!■■!  — i 
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It  was  therefore  a  wrong  Judgment  of  fome  of  the 
Ancients,  to  infer  front  our  Saviour's  Words  to 
St.  Veter  ;  Put  up  thy  Sword  into  his  Place ,  for  all  they 
that  take  the  Sword  (hall  perijh  by  the  Sword  :  That  it  is 
unlawful  for  Chriftians  at  any  time  to  draw  theirs, 
and  that  all  Military  Employments  are  confequently’ 
criminal.  This  is  an  Opinion,  not  only  to  he  main¬ 
tain’d  by  any  Evangelical  Writing,  but  alio  it  is  really 
in  it  felf  abfurd.  For  what  woifd  that  be  but  to 
make  Chriftianity  a  Prey  and  a  Laughing-dock  to  its 
infolent  Enemies  ?  This  were  to  proftitute  the  Lives 
and  Properties  of  Chriftians  to  their  profefs’d  Enemies 
Turks  and  Pagans  :  And  this  certainly  would  be  but 
a  very  ungrateful  Recompence  to  the  Memory  of  all 
thofe  noble  Warriors,  and  couragious  Martyrs  that  in 
the  Firft  Ages  of  our  Chriftian  Religion  fuffer’d  in 
lioly  Wars  for  the  Defence  of  the  Crofs  of  -Chrijl,  and 
loft  their  own  Blood  for  the  Honour  of  HD. 

What  has  been  faid,  may,  I  think,  at  prefent  fuffice 
for  the  Proof  of  the  Firft  Propofition,  which  was. 
That  War  is  of  Divine  Inftitution,  and  confequently 
lawful 

The  Second  Propofition  was  this :  That  War  is  not 
to  be  rafhly  undertaken,  but  folemnly  and  advifedly, 
and  with  all  the  Deliberation  requifite  to  fo  weighty 
a  Concern.  When  you  come  %unto  Battle  the  Priejl  jhall 
approach  and  [peak  unto  the  People .  It  was  cufiomary 
among  the  Jews,  and  indeed  among  the  Greeks  and 
Romans ,  and  all  Nations  that  Hiftory  gives  us  any 
Account  of,  to  begin  their' Battles  with  the  Solemni¬ 
ty 
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ty  of  Sacrifices :  This  was  their  Manner  of  Devotion  ; 
and  this  was  done  to  fupplicate  the  Aid  and  Affiftanee 
of  God,  and  by  way  of  Expiation  or  Atonement  for 
the  Sins  of  the  People,  that  God  fhould  not  at  that  time 
take  Vengeance  of  them,  but  that  lie  would  defend 
their  Caufe,  and  fave  them  from  their  Enemies.  Tnis 
is  a  Duty  that  not  only  Religion  but  Reafon  re¬ 
quires;  fifea^xem  as  well  as  Chriftims ;  Ancients  as  wel! 
as  Moderns  have  pra&ifed.  If  we  look  into  the  Sacred 
Hiftory,- we  (hall  find  all  the  Kings  and  great  Captains 
of  tli cljraelites  beginning  their  Rattles  conftantly  with 
A£ts  of  Devotion  :  And  Julius  C*efxr,  to  name  no 
.more,  in  Prophane  Hiftory,  as  we  may  read  in  his 
own  Commentaries ,  at  the  End  of  every  Campaign  ufed 
to  appoint  fometimes  Three,  fometimes  Five,  fome¬ 
times  Ten  or  Fifteen  Days  for  a  folemn  Supplication  to 
the  Gods,  to  return  Thanks  for  his  former  Succeffes, 
and  to  fupplicate  and  pray  for  good  Succefs  for  the 
Future.  Now,  altho’  this  was  a  miftaken  Devotion 
in  the  Heathens  t©  their  faife  Gods,  and  confequently 
it  was  Idolatry  in  them ;  however,  they  performed 
the  Subftance  of  the  Duty,  and  did  as  much  as  blind 
Humane  Nature  directed  them  to  do :  And  who  knows 
but  the  true  God  Almighty,  out  of  Compaffion  to 
their  Weakneft'es,  the  World  then  knowing  no  better 
before  the  Revelation  of  the  Gofpel:  Who  knows,  I 
fay,  but  that  God  might  take  thole  Duties  as  done  to 
himfelf,  tlio’  directed  to  other  Objefts.  However,  it 
were  well  if  we  were  as  ready  to  imitate  them  in  One 
parmof  the.  Duty,  as  we  are  to  blame  them,  in  the  Q- 
ther:  It  were  well  if  we  were  as  punctual  in  Praying 
to  a  true  God,  as  they  were  to  a  miftaken  One. 
St  Jugujline ,  a  Learned  and  Pious  Father  of  the 

B  2  Church, 


8  <lA  Sermon  before  the  Duke 

Church,  imputes  the  wonderful  and  victorious  En- 
creafe  of  the  Roman  Empire  to  the  great  Venue  and 
ft  rift  Piety  and  Devotion  that  was  then  kept  up  and 
encouraged  among  them  ;  and  which  was  more  par¬ 
ticularly  remarkable  in  the  Time  of  War:  Then,  as 
it  is  a  Time  of  more  than  ordinary  Danger,  and  when 
Mens  Lives  are  in  continual  Hazard,  we  ought  to  be 
more-efpecially  vigilant  and  circumfpeft,  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  upon  our  Guard,  as  well  againft  our  Spiritual 
Enemies  as  our  Bodily.  St.  Paul,  when  he  fits  up  his 
Spiritual  Warrior,  he  puts  him  on  the  Sword  of  the 
Spirit ,  the  Sheild  of  Faith ,  and  the  Helmet  of  Salvation  : 
And,  indeed,  this  Furniture  wou’d  very  well  become 
all  Soldiers  in  general,  the  inward  Armour  of  the 
Soul,  and  the  outward  Armour  of  the  Body  agree 
very  well  together.  Cornelius  the  Centurion,  who  was 
no  great  Officer,  having  the  Command  of  an  Hun¬ 
dred  Men,  is  recorded  in  the  Holy  Bible,  and  his 
Memory  prefer  ved,  and  will  be  to  the  End  of  the 
World,  only  becaufe  he  was  a  good  Man:  He  wasy 
fays  the  Text,  Acts  10.  2.  a  devout  Man,  and  one  that 
feared  God ,  who  gave  much  Alms  to  the  People ,  and  pray- 
ed  to  God  daily :  And  what  a  mighty  Comfort  and  Joy 
mult  it  have  been  to  that  poor  Man,  when  God  was 
pleafed  to  fend  an  Angel  to  him,  to  tell  him,  Cornelimy 
Thy  Prayers  are  heard,  and  thine  Alms  are  had  in 
Remembrance  in  the  Sight  of  God.  There  can  be 
nothing  more  decent  and  becoming,  more  ufeful  and 
profitable,  more  encouraging  and  heartning  to  an  Ar¬ 
my,  than  a  Decorum  of  Life,  and  a  regular  Difcipline 
and  Exercife  of  Religion  and  Devotion :  And  mind  it 
when  you  will*  A  Good  Man  feldom  makes -a  Bad 
Soldier. 


But 


of  Marlborough,  in  the  Camp.  <? 


But  to  (peak  more  diteflly  to  the  Propofition  I  laid 
down  ;  Tb  it  Wa>'  is  not  to  be  rajbfy  undertaken.  Some 
of  the  School- Men  tell  us,  There  are  Four  Conditions 
requifite  to  juftifie  a  War. 

i  sty  The  Caufe  muft  be  Jufh 

2 dly,  The  Authority  muft  be  Lawful. 

$dly7  The  Manner  of  it  muft  be  Fair. 

4 thljj  The  End  propofed  muft  be  for  the  Publick 
Good.  ■  f  .  o-.ia  ...  rf  ’ 

•  ^jH/\  lji-r,  ‘iieifj  lo  mocini.w  b  --  j^:! 

I'  have  not  time  to  enlarge  upon  each  of  thefe  Con¬ 
ditions  feparately :  But,  to  come  to  our  own  Cafe; 
The  War  now  undertaken,  and  hitherto,  bleffed  be 
God,  fucceffively  carried  on  by  the  Confederate  Chri- 
ftian  Princes,  was  railed  and  concerted  moft  certainly, 
in  the  Firft  place,  upon  the  jufteft  Caufe  that  ever 
War  was  ;  which  was  the  Vindication  of  the  juft 
Rights  from  the  unwarrantable  Encroachments  of  a 
Powerful  Invader,  zdly,  The  Authority  is  unquefti- 
onable,  which  is  founded  on  the  unanimous  Confeht 
of  fo  many  Princes  and  Potentates,  who  are  God’s  De¬ 
legates  here  upon  Earth.  $dly.  The  Manner  of  it  is 
fair,  which  is  defenfive,  againft  the  unjuft  Ufurpati- 
ons  of  One  great  Difturber  of  the  Chriftian  World. 
And,  4 thly.  The  End  propofed  is  for  the  Publick 
Good;  which,  ’tis  to  be  hoped,  may  be  an  honourable 
and  an  advantageous  Peace, 


This 
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This  is  the  Nature  of  our  prefect  War.  The  Oc- 
cafion  and  Ground  of  which  may  be  maintain’d  by  a]l 
the  Laws  of  God  and  Man.  The  Authority  of  it  is 
as  great  as  any  can  be  upon  Earth.  The  Method  and 
Manner  it  is  carried  on,  is  neither  clandeftine,  nor 
mercenary,  nor  treacherous  ;  but  fair,  and  equitable, 
and  open.  And  the  Ends  we  aim  at  are  every  way 
conformable  -toaout  Holy  Religion,  which  prefcribes 
Peace  and  Quiet,  Charity  and  Succour  to  our  opprefs’d 
Neighbours,  ahd  Good-will  to  all  Men. 

This  is  the  belt  Caufe  for  which  Men  ought  to 
fight,  The  Defence  of  their  Country  and  Church,  and 
the  Relief  and  Support  of  their  Friends  and  Allies  ; 
which  is  the  prefent  Cafe  we  are  now  engaged  in, 
wherein  not  only  the  Happinefs  of  the  Nations  where- 
unto  we  belong  our  felves,  but  the  Inheritances  and 
Poffeffions,  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  mod  of  the 
Chriitian  Princes  and  States  of  Europe  are  intermix’d 
•  ■and  woven  :  Nay,  there  is  one  Thing,  which  alone 
of  it  felf  might  be  a  fufficient  Motive  to  raife  all  the 
Arms  of  Chriftendom  againft  one  certain  Man,  and 
that  is,  the  barbarous  and  cruel  Perfecution  of  his  own 
Subjects.  What  Numbers  of  Men  !  How  many  la¬ 
mentable  {Families  has  He  not  only  molt  inhumanly 
flaughter’d  at  Home,  but  likewife  forced  many  Tbop- 
fands  of  them,  rather  than  they  wou’d  let  go  the  Faith 
•once  deliver'd,  to  them  by  the  Saints,  to  quit  their  own 
Dwellings  and  Poffeffions,  and  to  fly  for  Refuge  into 
other  ffrange  Countries !  Of  thefe  poor  Cbriftians, 
may  faid  what  St.  Paul  fpeaks  of  foine  Ancient  Suf¬ 
ferers 
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ferers  for  Religion ;  Through  Faith  they  efcaped  the  Edge 
of  the  Sword ,  out  of  IVeakmfs  were  made  Strong,  waxed 
Valiant  -  in  Fight ,  turn'd  to  flight  the  Armies  of  the  Aliens . 
Others  were  tortur'd ,  not  accepting  Deliverance  that  they 
might  obtain  a  better  Refur  reft  ion  ;  Others  had  trial  of 
cruel  Mock  mgs  and  Scour gings ,  yea,  moreover  of  Bonds  and 
Jmprifonments  •;  They  were  fioned,  were  japan  a  j under,  were 
tempted ,  were  flam  with  the  Sword „  They  wander d  about  in 
De farts ,  and  in  Mountains ,  and  in  Dens,  and  in  C  aves  of 
the  Earth ,  being  dejlitute ,  afflicted ,  tormented .  This  there- 
fore  is  a  War  that  was  neither  rafhly  nor  unadvifedly 
commenced ;  but  with  all  the  Counfei  and  Deliberati¬ 
on,  and  the  concurring  Judgments  of  feveral  diftinft 
Governments.  And  that  lo  mighty  a  Defign  -Ihou’d 
all  this  while  be  fo  fuceefsfully  carried  oh,  that  fo  many 
different  Potentates  and  States  fhou’d  joyn,  and  as  firm¬ 
ly  combine  as  the  Heart  of  one  Man  :  This,  I  fay,  muff 
needs  point  out  the  Almighty  Contriver  of  it ;  This  is 
the  Lord's  doing,  and  if  is  marvellous  in  our  Eyes This  is 
the  Lord  mighty  m  Battle. 

The  Succefs  of  King  Cyrus ?  when  he  fought  again  ft 
Babylon,  is  very  remarkable  in  Story  ;  we  meet  with  fe¬ 
veral  Inftances  of  an  almighty  and  over-ruling  Power 
throughout  that  whole  Expedition  :  For  what  was  it 
elfe,  but  the  Hand  of  God  that  governs  and  commands 
the  Hearts  of  Men  that  brought  in  fo  many  Confederate 
Forces  to  his  Affiftance  ;  fome  of  which  were  not  only 
Allies,  but  Subjefts  to  the  Babylonians ,  againft  whom 
he  then  fought,  without  whofe  concurring  Help  the 
whole  Enterprise  had  mifcarried?  That  great  Victo¬ 
ry  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  foie  Conduft  and  Cou¬ 
rage  of  King  Cyrus,  or  indeed  to  the  Strength  of  his  Ar¬ 
my  j 
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my  ;  but  to  him  to  whom,  as  the  Prophet  fpeaks ;  All 
Nations  are  as  the  Drop  of  a  Bucket:  He  that  told  Cyrm, 

1  have  girded  thee  though  thou  hajl  not  known  me  :  He  it 
was  that  provided  the  Means,  and  effected  the  Work  ; 
He  fetup  the  Standard,  and  blew  the  Trumpet ,  and  pre¬ 
pared  the  Nations ;  which  brings  me  to  the  Third  Propo- 
fition  I  laid  down,  which  was  this, 

ydly,  That  in  all  Battles  we  ought  chiefly  to  rely  up¬ 
on,  and  put  our  chief  Confidence  in  the  Aid  and  Af- 
fiftance  of  God  Almighty.  We  read  of  feveral  great 
Kings  and  Generals  in  the  Old  Teftament,  that  fought 
very  fuccefsfully  againft  their  Enemies  ;  and  we  find 
them  all  imputing  their  Victories  wholly  to  the  Affift- 
ances  of  God  ;  Mofes ,  and  Abraham ,  Jofhua ,  and  Jofiah , 
are  all  famous  Examples  of  this.  And  others  we  read 
of  fhamefully  beaten  and  defeated,  meerly  becaufe  they 
arrogantly  relied  on  their  own  ConduCt  and  Strength, 
contemptuoufly  rejedling  the  Help  of  God;  Sennacherib , 
King  of  Affyria,  was  a  notable  Inftance  of  this;  This 
King  was  a  haughty  and  a  proud  Man,  and  though 
God  was  pleas’d  to  make  ufe  of  him  as  an  Inftrument 
of  correcting  National  Sins;  and  therefore  he  did  fome- 
times  as  a  Torrent  over-run  feveral  Countries ;  yet  be¬ 
caufe  he  affumed  the  Glory  of  his  Actions  to  himfelf, 
and  boafted  of  his  own  Strength  and  Policy,  as  the  foie 
Caufes  of  all  his  Conquefts ;  nay,  we  read  that  he  wrote 
Letters  to  rail  on  the  Lord  God  of  Iffael ;  Therefore  did 
•God  Almighty,  as  the  Prophet  phrafes  it,  Clap  a  Hook 
into  his  Nofij  and  a  Bridle  into  his  Moutyj ,  and  llopt  the 
Exorbitances  of  the  impetuous  Man :  You  may  read  in 
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the  2  Chron.  32.  21.  8,  That  the  Lord  fent  an  Angel 
which  cut  off  all  the  m.ghty  Men  of  Valour ,  and  the  Lead¬ 
ers  and  the  Captains  in  the  Camp  of  the  Kjng  of  Affyria^ 
together  with  185000  Men  in  one  Night,  And  the 
Reafon  why  God  did  thus  humble  him,  the  Prophet 
Ifaiah  tells  us  ;  For  he  faid,  By  the  Strength  of  my  own 
Eland  I  have  done  it,  and  by  my  Wifdorn ,  for  I  am  Prudent. 
The  whole  Relation  may  be  feen  in  the  36th,  and  37  th 
Chapters  of  Ifaiah. 

But  I  do  not  argue  thus,  as  if  I  wou’d  maintain 
there  were  no  Truft  to  be  repofed  in  the  Strength 
and  Conduct  of  an  Army,  nor  no  Advantages  to  be 
made  by  the  Number  and  Difcipline  of  Soldiers.  That 
wou’d  be  but  a  ridiculous  Affertion ;  God  has  not  gi¬ 
ven  us  Nerves  and  Sinews ;  He  has  not  inftilPd  Rea¬ 
fon  into  us  for  nothing  ;  we  are  in  all  Lawful  Cafes 
to  employ  our  own  Humane  Endeavours  our  felves, 
and  God  will,  ifourCaufebe  juft,  concur  with  us.  We 
are  to  ufe  all  the  Means  that  either  Skill  or  Strength 
can  afford  us,  and  God  will  enable  us  to  go  through 
with  the  Work.  ’Tis  true,  King  David  fays,  There 
is  no  Kjng  that  can  be  faved  by  the  Multitude  of  an  HoJl> 
neither  is  any  mighty  Man  delivered  by  much  Strength  ; 
And  in  feveral  Places,  too  tedious  here  to  rehear fe, 
we  find  that  Godly  Warrior  afcribing  unto  God  the 
Glory  and  Honour  of  all  his  Succeffes ;  The  Lord  is  my 
Defence ,  and  my  Might ,  and  my  Sheild ;  It  is  thy  Right 
Hand  that  has  done  it  ;  It  is  He  that  hath  deliver'd  me 
from  my  cruel  Enemies ,  and  fetteth  me  up  above  my  Ad- 
verfaries  ;  And  filch  like  Language  as  this  we  meet 
with  from  the  Fir  ft  to  the  Laft  of  thofe  Seraphick 
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Pfalms.  However,  if  we  confult  the  Chronicle  of 
that  holy  King,  We  may  thence  fee,  that  he'  tiled 
the  fame  Care  and  Diligence  in  his  Wars  as  other 
Earthly  Princes  did  :  He  raifed  great  Armies,  and 
chofe  skilful  Officers  ;  in  the  2d  Chap,  of  the  2d  Book 
of  Samuel  you  may  fee  a  Catalogue  of  the  Ctiiefeft  of 
them.  So  that  we  find  tho’  King  David  did  afcribe 
the  whole  Glory  of  his  Victories  to  God,  yet  he  o- 
mitted  not  the  Affiltances  of  Humane  Power  and 
Policies. 


And  as  King  David  is  a  very  proper  Example  for 
any  Prince  or  General  to  imitate,  fo  is  Sennacherib  as 
true  a  Character  of  a  certain  great  Enemy,  that  all 
Chriftendom  ought  to  oppofe.  It  is  much  to  be  la¬ 
mented,  but  undoubtedly  it  is  upon  the1  Account  of 
that  Univerfal  Deluge  and  Overflowing  of  Wicked- 
nels,  that  has  overfpread;  the  Face  of  thefe  Neigh¬ 
bouring  Nations,  that  our  latter  Ages  Has  produced 
fo  exatt  a  Parallel  of  the  Former.  But  it  is  fome  En¬ 
couragement  at  the  fame  time',  to  recollect  how  God 
Almighty  dealt  with  the  Former.  1  know  thy  Abode , 
fays  God  to  him,  and  thy  going  out  and  thy  coming  in y 
and  thy  Rage  againft  me  ;  Becaufe  thy  Rage  ag^ai-njl  me 
and  thy  .Tumult  is  come  up  into,  my  Ears,  therefore  will 
I  put  my  Hook  into  thy  Nofe,  and  my  Bridle  into  thy 
Lips ,  and  I  will  turn  thee  back  by  the  Way  that  thou 
same (l,  .  .  .  :  .  ..  •  .. 

x  .  , .  .c  . ,  ,\  '•  v  ■  a;. 

.  .  :  .1  .  .  ;  .  yl,.  D  <.  V  fyi  AVlSi  V\V.\ 

And  here  I  cannot  hut  reflect  upon  what  Spirit  it 
muft  be  that  does  actuate  this  mighty  Man,  this 
modern  SennAcberib  ?  What  fort  of  Soul,  what  kind  of 
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Confidence  he  can  have  ?  That  no  Laws  either  Hu¬ 
mane  or  Divine  can  fallen  any  lafting  Obligations  on 
him  ?  How  many  Treaties  of  Peace  has  he  broke 
through  and  violated  ?  What  Nation  round  about 
him  has  he  not  been  unfaithful  to  ?  Nay,  how  cruel¬ 
ly  and  unnaturally  has  he  tom  out  the  Heart  and 
Bowels  of  his  own  Nation  ?  Againft  this  Man,  if 
their  Temporal  Jnterefts  were  not  concern’d,  the  ve¬ 
ry  Slight  and  Hardfhip  that  he  puts  upon  the  Chri- 
ftian  Religion,  wou’d  juftly  arm  all  the  Profeffors  of 
it.  But  the  Confideration  of  Worldly  Peace  and 
Quiet  ;  The  Enjoyment  of  each  Prince’s  proper  Pof- 
feffions  ;  The  free  Exercife  of  Trade;  The  Recovery 
of  what  has  been  forcibly  ufurped  ;  The  Requiring 
of  Satisfaction  for  the  Breach  of  Truft  ;  As  well  as 
the  Vindication  of  the  Honour  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  and  the  Succour  of  thofe  that  are  perfe¬ 
cted  for  it  ;  And  many  other  Confederations  do 
concur  to  recommend  and  juftifie  this  prefent  .War 
of  Ours.  1  .  ^  , 

'  ^  r  r-  ..  ,  .  \  r'\  T  >  \  f  «  ^ 


And  what  is  left  now  in  the  Fourth  and  Laft 
Place,  but  ferioully  to  return  our  due  and  humble 
Thanks  to  Almighty  God  ;  for  the  wonderful  Suc- 
r  we  have  hitherto  had  //T  this  prefent  War. 


cefs 


Bleffed  be  God  this  Great  Sennacherib,  this  mighty 
"  :ager  of  Kingdoms,  that,  like  a  Leviathan  has  a, 

r  Time  roll’d  abbiit  the  Seas,  taking  as  it  were 
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to  have  the  Hook  ftruck  into  his  Noftrils ;  In  the 
Net  which  he  had  privily  laid,  he  is  now  at  lalf  catcfcd, 
and  the  Pit  which  he  had  dug  for  another  he  is  fallen 
into  himfelf.  ^  And  here,  I  think,  the  Words  of  the 
Prophet  Ifciiah  to  the  former  King  of  Affyria ,  Chap. 
14.  Yen  12.  may  he  not  improperly  applied  ;  How 
art  thou  fallen  from  Heaven ,  0  Lucifer ,  Son  of  the 
Morning  how  art  thou  cut  down,  to  the  Ground  that 
didjl  weaken  the  Nations  ?  For  thou  hafjf  pud  in  thy 
Heartr  1  will  afcend  into  Heaven ,  I  will  exalt  my  Throne 
above  the  Stars  ;  yet  thou  (halt  be  brought  down  to-  Hell, 
to  the  Sides  of  the  Pit  ;  They  that  fee  thee  (hall  nar¬ 
rowly  look  upon  thee  and  conftder  thee ,  faying ,  Is  this  the 
Man  that,  wade  the  Earth  to  tremble,  that  did  fhake 
Kingdoms  ?  That  made  the  World  as  a  Wildernefs,  and 
defrayed  the  Cities  thereof  l 

God  has  hitherto  wonderfully  appear’d  for  us  ; 
He  has  fought  our  Battles,  and  aiferted  our  Caufe. 
And,  indeed,  Ours  is  a  Caufe  for  which  nothing 
fure  but  our  own  Sins  can  hinder  a  juft  God  more 
fignally  ftill  to  appear  :  This  is  a  Caufe  that  I  am 
verily  perfwaded,  and  I  dare  prefage,  nay,  almoft 
promife,  provided  that  God’s  Cbaftifements  may 
have  their  due  Effect  upon  us,  will  in  a  little  Time 
be  crown’d  with  Victory  and  Peace.  Never  were 
our  Allies  more  happy,  never  were  the  Englifh 
Arms  more  fuccefsful.  than  they  of  late  have  been : 
One  great  Advantage  by  this  War,  befides  the  Ho¬ 
nour  it  has  got,  has  the  Englifh  Nation  gain’d  ;  that 
it  has  now  as  gallant,  as  well  difciplin’d,  and  as  ex- 
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pericnced  an  Army  as  any  of  our  Chronicles  can 
boa  ft  of  i  And  had  not  the  Unfaithfulnefs,  or  the  Un~ 
readinefs,  or  the  Indifpofition,  or,  excufe  it  how  you 
will,  the  unlucky  Difappointment  of  an  abfent 1 Prince 
hinder’d  it,  the  Arms  of  our  Great  and  Profperous 
Queen  Anne*  had  in  all  Probability  this  Year  made 
as  great  an  Imprefflon  into  the  Bowels  of  France  as 
any  of  Her  glorious  Predeceifors,  either  Edwards  or 
Henrjs  ever  did  :  However,  what  through  Difap¬ 
pointment  cou’d  not  be  effected  in  one  Place,  is  by 
wife  Conduct  and  never-failing  Courage  perform’d 
iii'  another  :  What  you  were  not  permitted  to  do  in 
Conjunction,  you  have  as  effectually  executed  by 
your  felves  :  This  late  ACtion  was  of  fuch  a  Na¬ 
ture,  that  without  much  Blood fbed  and  Slaughter, 
it  has  gain’d  as  much  over  the  Enemy  as  if  their 
whole  Army  had  been  {lain  :  To  conquer  by  kil¬ 
ling,  is  the  common  EffeCt  of  Battles,  but  to  con¬ 
quer  without  killing  is  more  glorious,  more  fatif- 
faCtory  to  a  Chriftian  ViCtor,  and  more  engaging 
to  the  Conquer’d  themfelves.  Such  was  the  Con¬ 
dition  ;  fuch  was  the.  Happinefs  ;  fuch  was  the 
Glory  of  the  late  Victory  :  Our  Arms  feem  to 
mend  upon  our  Hands  ,  and  to  grow  every 
Day  more  and  more  fuccefsful  •  the  Glories  of 
the  Laft  Tear ,  if  they  are  not  out-done,  yet  they 
may  be  juftly  Paid  to,  be  equalized  This  and  if  the- 
great  ACtion  of  That  ought  to  be  recorded  for  ever, 
sb  undoubtedly  it  does,  wherein  there  were  fo  many 
ffain,  that  ACtion  of  this  Year  ought,  I  think,  as* 
well,  wherein  there  were  fo  few  :  I  fhall  not  un- 
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dertake  to  make  -any  Companion  between  the  Two 
Abfions  ;  they,  are  both  to  be  afcribed,  under  God, 
to  the  Count'd  and  Bravery  of  one  and  the  fame 
Perfon,  and  they  are  both  deferving  of  the  fame 
great  equal  Praife  and  Glory :  What  has  been  by 
feveral  laid  of  the  Former,  has  been  no  more  than 
what  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Aftion  juftly  claimed, 
what  might  be  faid  of  this  Latter  neither  in  pre- 
ient  Time,  I  am  fare,  will  ftffice,  nor  the  Place 
perhaps  he  thought  proper  to  offer  at  :  But  this  one 
Thing  may,  I  believe,  modeftly  be  faid  of  it,  That 
never  was  any  Enterprize  more  wifely  concerted, 
more  fecretly  carried  on,  more  deXteroufly  perform’d, 
and  I  may  add,  more  p'romiiing  bf  great  Confe- 
quences  *thanThis  was.  By  the  Wifdom  of  our  Ge¬ 
neral,  by  the  Skill  and  Courage  of  our  Officers,  and 
by  the  Alacrity  and  Vigour  of  our  Soldiers,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Help  of  God,  it  is  that  this  Great 
Thing  is  done. 

■o  ;  ,  Q>;  .5  e  i£  Jofii  V  ire':  -J  jj  o*  \v.  nui 

Irirft  then  to  God  Almighty,  as  the  principal 

Catife,  and  Secondly  to  you,  Men  of  Wa r,  as  the 
fubordiriate  Inftruments,  is  the  Glory  of  this  happy 
Event  due.  God  enabled  you' with  Strength,  and 
mfpired  .you  with  Courage,  and  inftrucled  you  with 
Skill,  both  at  the  feme,  to  outwit  the  Enemy  in  the 
Proieft,  and-  to  defeat  them  in  the  Conflict. 

r\  t  r  '  .  5 *  '■  *  ..  , 

.  -  4  *  ;  -y  €$  '  i  -  ^  |  f  >  ;  J  t  *  •  ••  *J'|  -  * 

;  May  God  Almighty  continue  ftiil  thefe  our  Such 

teffes’  to  us; :  May  this  only  be  a  Prelude  and  a  Fore- 
r tamer  to  fiome  further  Glory  ;  May  what  is  fo  hap- 
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pily  begun,  be  as  vi&orioufly  perfe&ed  and  finifh- 
ed  :  In  a  Word  ;  May  the  Summer  crown  your 
Arms  with  Victory,  and  the  Winter  reward  them 
with  a  Peace* 

Now  for  thefe  and  all  other  his  Favours  continu¬ 
ally  bellowed  upon  us,  may  God’s  holy  Name  be 
bleffed  and  praifed  from  this  time  forth,  and  for  ever 
more.  Amen* 
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